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1) Sir Michal Tippett - Suite in D
Tippett’s Suite in D (for the birthday of Prince Charles) was one of the key
works in the orchestra’s repertoire during 1967. Sir Michael conducted it at the
De Montfort Hall during the Leicestershire Schools Music Festival and again at
the Fairfield Hall, Croydon. It was also included in the LSSO tour programme
for Denmark and Germany later in the year. The orchestra made the first
commercial recording of the Suite in D for the Pye label under the direction of
the composer.

2) Alan Ridout - Concertante Music
Alan Ridout’s Three Pictures of Picasso, originally written for the National
Youth Orchestra, was performed by the LSSO at a De Montfort Hall concert in
1964 in the presence of the composer. A pupil of Sir Michael Tippett, Ridout
composed his second symphony for the LSSO and dedicated it to Sir Michael to
mark his 60th birthday. The symphony was first performed in 1965 and also
featured in the television programme Overture with Beginners, a copy of which is
kept in the LSSO archives. The 1967 Leicestershire Schools Festival included a
number of LSSO commissions and in May that year Ridout’s dance drama
Funeral Games for a Greek Warrior made its debut at De Montfort Hall. The
orchestra made its first commercial disc for the Pye Golden Guinea label and
Ridout responded to Eric Pinkett’s request for a short work for inclusion on the
disc by composing a lively Concertante Music. The work’s debut took place on a
record rather than at a public concert which is unusual to say the least.
Concertante Music was then taken on the LSSO tour of Denmark and Germany
in September 1967.

3) William Mathias - Sinfonietta
The Welsh composer William Mathias wrote his Sinfonietta – initially called
Dance Suite – for the orchestra in late 1966 and it received its first performance
at De Montfort Hall during the 1967 Schools Festival. It was also included in the
tour programme for Denmark and Germany later in the year. The LSSO made
the first commercial recording of Sinfonietta for the Pye label under the
direction of the composer.

4) Malcolm Arnold - Divertimento
The orchestra always had a soft spot for the attractive, tuneful music of Malcolm
Arnold and for many years a number of his works appeared on its concert
programmes including such pieces as the English Dances, Scottish Dances and
the overture Tam O’Shanter. A lively Divertimento, originally written for the
National Youth Orchestra, found its way onto the music stands of the County
School of Music in the early 1960’s and remained there for many years. Malcolm
Arnold also conducted the orchestra in a 1963 De Montfort Hall concert which
included Strauss’s Till Eulenspiegel, Tam O’Shanter and a selection of his
English Dances. The LSSO made the first commercial recording of Divertimento
for the Pye label under the direction of the Eric Pinkett.
The Pye sessions took place at De Montfort Hall, Leicester on July 5th 1967. The
LP was released in 1968.
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